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Cathedral Quarter Gets Set for a ‘Special’ Festival

The line-up for this year’s Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival was unveiled today in Hill Street’s Black Box Theatre with organisers announcing that all events on the first night of the Festival would be free of charge.

The Festival will take place from May 3-13 in a range of venues in the Cathedral Quarter area and a free concert featuring Duke Special and Foy Vance with the Ulster Orchestra forms part of the opening celebrations.

Festival Director Sean Kelly said, 

Its well known that one of the barriers to participating in the arts is ticket price so for our Opening Night we decided to remove that barrier altogether with a host of free events in the city. 

We are particularly proud to team up with the BBC and the Northern Ireland Music Industry Commission to present ‘man of the moment’ Duke Special accompanied by the Ulster Orchestra in the Waterfront Hall. Other free events will include a Tea Dance with a twist, a Polish Party and an evening of Circus performances in and around the Quarter.’

The Opening Night, called the Big Night Out will be followed by ten days of the best National and International arts including top Literature names Will Self, Joseph O’Connor and John Cooper Clarke as well as a literary bus tour of Belfast celebrating writers associated with the city.

A strong Comedy programme will feature Tony Robinson, better known as Blackadders’ Baldrick in a hilarious talk about his career, and stand-up stars Reginald D Hunter, Richard Herring, Scott Capurro, Kevin McAleer, Phil Kay, Frank Sidebottom and the Glaswegian landlady turned comedienne, Janey Godley.

Theatre highlights include the World Premiere of Henry & Harriet by Carlo Gebler. Presented by the groundbreaking Kabosh Theatre Company, audiences will be brought back to Belfast in 1912 and taken around a number

of locations in the Cathedral Quarter as a couple try to flee Belfast under threat from a local ‘heavy’.

Audiences will also be treated to the acclaimed satire Peace and Reconciliation (How the Money was Spent – The Opera!), Dylan Thomas’ classic Under MilkWood and the Dublin hit Fever: The Peggy Lee Story.

Family events include a cushion concert with the Dennison String Quartet, a Festival of Magic and a packed Street Theatre programme which includes Ishamudin from India and Movin Melvin from the USA.

All tastes are catered for in an expanded Music section that covers folk legend Loudon Wainwright (USA), Carrie Rodriquez (USA), The Sadies, Po’Girl (Canada), Marcos Valle (Brazil), Ska Cubano (Jamaica) and Soul legend Geno Washington (USA).

Irish Traditional music is well represented by the Legendary Andy Irvine and Lunasa while organisers have also planned a special concert in honour of the late journalist and promoter Geoff Harden. A host of folk stars will pay tribute to Geoff including The Sands Family, The McPeake Family, At First Light and Colin Reid with contributions from Martin Lynch, Terri Hooley and numerous others.

Contemporary music features ex-Dexy’s Midnight Runners lead singer Kevin Rowland, Welsh songsmith Gruff Rhys, Scottish indie-kids Camera Obscura and American Underground heroes Low and The Melvins.

A special weekend of local music will feature emerging acts Oppenheimer, Desert Hearts, The Jane Bradfords, The Greeters, John D’Arcy,  Kowalski and 3 Tales. At the invitation of the British Council, a number of international Music Industry professionals are coming to Belfast to sample the best local music. 

Music also features strongly in the Sound and Vision category with live concert footage of Bob Dylan (1965) and Van Morrison (1980) as well as documentaries about Hank Williams, strange Christian rock group The Danielsons and Devo. The Festival will also screen an episode of Star Trek – The Higher Ground, never shown on UK terrestrial television due to its references to Ireland and  will also screen a Premiere of Mickey B, a version of MacBeth made by prisoners from Maghaberry Prison. 

A range of Special Events will include our first ever Tea Dance with a Twist which will feature live music and records from the 30’s and 40’s with a host of diversions to brighten up an afternoon. There are Art Tours of the Cathedral Quarter, and an Open Day for the proposed new Creative Industries space, the Oh Yeah Building.

The Festival Director also made reference to the perilous state of local arts funding;


It’s been a particularly challenging year this year for ourselves and for many others as Arts Council support remains frozen and our Lottery support has been dramatically cut. 


While we believe that we have risen to this challenge to present a fantastic festival, we can only wonder what could be achieved were the arts here supported to the same extent as other regions in the UK and the Republic of Ireland. We call on the incoming Assembly to address this inequality and the crisis in the Arts as a matter of urgency.’

Roisín McDonough, Chief Executive of the Arts Council, the principal public funder of the festival, commented, 

The Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival has once again succeeded in attracting its customary exciting and eclectic line up of top local and international acts.  This achievement is the more remarkable considering the very difficult financial situation faced by the festival, and shared by the arts sector as a whole in Northern Ireland.  

The festival’s innovative approach to attracting new audiences and to forging partnerships with venues and public and private organisations in the area, not only leads to a great arts festival, but makes a vital contribution to the economic and creative regeneration at the heart of this area of the city.

The Festival has produced this year’s Festival brochure through a carbon neutral process and organisers believe they are the first Festival in the UK to do so.
 Full details of the festival programme will be available from April 5 on www.cqaf.com and the programme will available from Belfast Welcome Centre or by phoning 028 9023 2403.
Accommodation and Hospitality

The Festival’s Official Accommodation Partner is Express by Holiday Inn, which has a range of special offers available to festival audiences as does the Hastings Europa Hotel.  

Botanic Inns will play a central role in the success of this year’s festival, by hosting events in McHugh’s Bar and the Kitchen Bar, accommodating festival artists at Madison’s Hotel and operating the bar at the festival’s  venue, the Custom House Square Marquee. 

Festival Website and Booking Information

The festival is delighted to offer online booking thanks to ts.com. Simply log on to www.cqaf.com, choose your events and pay by credit card or Switch through our secure payment system.  Your tickets will be posted out to you by the festival staff.

Tickets will also be on sale from today by telephone or in person at the Belfast Welcome Centre, 47 Donegall Place, Belfast – tel. 028 90246609. 

The festival website also offers full details of the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival programme, daily news updates, digital photographs from festival events, competitions and special ticket promotions, details of Disability Access initiatives and Eat/Drink/Travel, which features details of the special restaurant and hotel discounts available to festival audiences.

If you would like further information on any of this year’s events, please email mailinglist@cqaf.com and visit www.cqaf.com.

ENDS.

For further information and interview requests for all Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival events (*except Waterfront Hall), contact Joanne O’Hagan on telephone 028 90232403, mobile 07821 004346 or email joanne@cqaf.com
Notes to editors:

1. For further information on the Festival of Fools, log on to www.foolsfestival.com or contact Belfast Community Circus School on telephone 028 90236007.

2. For 300dpi print quality images of all festival artists, log on to the Press Room on the festival website – www.cqaf.com
