WORLD COMES TO CATHEDRAL QUARTER 

ARTS FESTIVAL
Belfast will adopt a truly global feel during this year’s Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival with a packed programme that celebrates world culture in all its vibrancy and diversity. 
Launched today (April 4) in the John Hewitt Bar, Belfast with an array of entertainment including Chinese harpist Ting Ting He and ‘Poetry Boyband’ Aisle 16, the festival runs from April 27 – May 7 with 120 events in 30 venues.
A special ‘World’ marquee in Custom House Square will traverse the globe and include music from Cuba, Africa, India and Siberia! Pulsating rhythms will come from Manu and his Latino House Band, The Bollywood Brass Band, Black Umfolosi, Siberian Throat singers Huun Huur Tu and many others.
Not forgetting the Festival’s roots, Belfast genius is also celebrated with a rare film tracking George Best over 90 minutes of a game against Coventry in 1970 revealing the footballers balletic grace. 
A bus will tour the haunts that inspired the songs of Van Morrison and Ceili dancing is back on the streets of old Belfast with the much celebrated Cathedral Quarter Crossroads Ceili.
Councillor Bernie Kelly, Chairman of Belfast City Council’s Arts Sub-Committee said

“This is such an exciting time for Belfast – the regeneration of Cathedral Quarter is really gathering pace now.  And I have to say that much of the impetus for this development has come from the vibrancy and the vision of the cultural groups who are working in this most historic part of our city – not least the Cathedral 
Quarter Arts Festival. Now in its 7th year, its really proving to have major pulling power for international performers and local and visiting audiences”.

Comedy
Comedy continues to be a major feature of the Festival programme with appearances this year by fast-rising comedy superstar Dara O’Briain, 
the ever provocative Mark Thomas, and hilarious new shows from John Shuttleworth, Mark Steel and Lucy Porter.

Words & Ideas
In a new development for the Festival, this year’s Words & Ideas section will be sponsored by The Open University. A number of major literary figures will be making their way to the city including author of ‘Fight Club’ Chuck Palahniuk, Irish Literary icon Edna O’Brien, political activist Tariq Ali and controversial New York spoken word artist Lydia Lunch. 

The world’s first ever Poetry Boyband ‘Aisle 16’ come to Belfast from sell-out shows in London and Edinburgh, John Peel’s favourite poet John Hegley muses on fathering, building sites, own goals, toffee and blancmange and audiences can enjoy a leisurely literary cruise up the Lagan in the Poet’s Boat in the company of two of Belfast’s finest poets Alan Gillis and Jean Bleakney.
Theatre

An extensive theatre programme will feature theatre brought into your own home from Kabosh Theatre Company and Raw Life will produce an electrifying new version of ‘One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest’. 

Sectarianism in football is examined in the Irish Premiere of ‘Singin’ I’m No A Billy, He’s a Tim’ while some of the biggest hits of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and the cream of Belfast’s new and emerging companies will present work in a range of new and unusual venues!

Family

There’s great Family entertainment in the form of James Campbell, the world’s only Stand-Up Comedian for Kids and John Hegley, the nations favourite children’s poet. The Festival is also delighted to welcome the global smash hit ‘The Rap Canterbury Tales’, a show bringing Chaucer into the 21st Century.
Street Theatre
The award-winning Street Theatre mini-festival ‘Festival of Fools’ will once again bring the streets alive with highlights including the award winning Gamarjobat from Japan with their unique Shut-Up Comedy and Mario, Queen of the Circus, perhaps the only Queen Tribute Juggler!
Music
Legendary saxophonist Courtney Pine continues his unique journey through Jazz, Soul and Hip-hop, Julian Cope looks back over a thirty year recording career, and Terry Hall from The Special’s will serve up a feast of Ska and Reggae classics.
Singer-Songwriter of the moment, Richard Hawley makes his Northern Irish debut riding on the success of his album ‘Coles Corner’, and winner of the Choice Music Prize, Julie Feeney will perform music from her acclaimed CD release ’13 Songs’. 
Folk and Roots are well represented with two guitar legends sharing a stage, Bert Jansch and Davey Graham. Both figures rewrote the rulebook for guitarists in the 60’s. Elana James comes to the Festival taking time out from her other job as the fiddle player with Bob Dylan’s touring band. 

In Traditional Arts, the great Celtic Fiddle Festival will raise the roof of the World marquee and Liam O’Maonlai of The Hothouse Flowers will play a rare solo concert of traditional singing.

The festival continues its commitment to cutting edge film and visual art in a variety of locations around the city centre. The film programme this year looks at some of the major iconic figures from Rock ‘n Roll including documentaries on Nick Cave, The Flaming Lips and Townes Van Zandt.
New Venue

The Festival will also see the launch of a brand new performance space for the city, the Black Box. Situated on Hill Street, in the heart of Cathedral Quarter. The 300 capacity Black Box is a new resource for arts groups in the city and will host everything from theatre and live music to comedy, dance and film.
Changing City
Festival Director Sean Kelly said that this was a festival that the entire city could enjoy and be proud of.


‘Belfast is undoubtedly a changing city and the Festival embraces those changes with our most cosmopolitan and diverse programme to date. Not only do we continue to expand year on year but the range of venues we use continues to grow. 


We are particularly excited to be the first arts organisation to present events in the Black Box venue, one of the most exciting developments for the arts in the city for many years.’

Susie Orr, Director of External Affairs at Laganside Corporation said
Cathedral Quarter is realising the vision of a vibrant cultural quarter for Belfast and is set to further develop over the next few years with the regeneration of two prime sites, four corners and St Anne’s Square attracting a range of hotels, retail and accommodation.  
Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival has played a key role in this regeneration. The world recognised festival, now in its 7th year, provides sustainable benefits to the area and the Laganside Corporation, an active supporter and sponsor of the festival, wish Sean and his team every success this year.”
 

Full details of the festival programme will be available from April 4 on www.cqaf.com and the programme will available from Belfast Welcome Centre or by phoning 028 90232403.
Accommodation and Hospitality

The festival’s Official Accommodation Partner is Express by Holiday Inn, which has a range of special offers available to festival audiences as does the Hastings Europa Hotel.  

Botanic Inns will play a central role in the success of this year’s festival, by hosting events in McHugh’s Bar and the Kitchen Bar, accommodating festival artists at Madison’s Hotel and operating the bar at the festival’s  venue, the ‘World’ Marquee at Custom House Square. 

Festival Website and Booking Information

The festival is delighted to offer online booking thanks to ts.com. Simply log on to www.cqaf.com, choose your events and pay by credit card or Switch through our secure payment system.  Your tickets will be posted out to you by the festival staff.

Tickets will also be on sale from today by telephone or in person at the Belfast Welcome Centre, 47 Donegall Place, Belfast – tel. 028 90246609. 

The festival website also offers full details of the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival programme, daily news updates, digital photographs from festival events, competitions and special ticket promotions, details of Disability Access initiatives and Eat/Drink/Travel, which features details of the special restaurant and hotel discounts available to festival audiences.

If you would like further information on any of this year’s events, please email mailinglist@cqaf.com and visit www.cqaf.com.

ENDS.

For further information and interview requests for all Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival events (*except Waterfront Hall), contact Joanne O’Hagan on telephone 028 90232403, mobile 07821 004346 or email joanne@cqaf.com
Notes to editors:

1. For further information on the Festival of Fools, log on to www.foolsfestival.com or contact Belfast Community Circus School on telephone 028 90236007.
2. For 300dpi print quality images of all festival artists, log on to the Press Room on the festival website – www.cqaf.com
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