MEDIA RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - 3RD APRIL 2003

4TH CATHEDRAL QUARTER ARTS FESTIVAL LAUNCHED

The John Hewitt Bar in Belfast had a taste of Las Vegas opulence today, as 

Elvis The Girl made an impromptu appearance at the launch of the programme for the 4th Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival.

The festival, which takes place from 1st to 11th May, features the very best in contemporary arts events -  music, comedy, theatre, literature, film, traditional arts, circus, visual and performance art - and will welcome artists from Ireland, the UK, Senegal, Brazil, Cuba, Canada, Jamaica, Germany, America and Australia.

Speaking at the programme launch, Festival Director Sean Kelly said he was delighted with the strength of this year’s festival programme:

“The Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival has built its reputation on offering some of the most innovative and challenging artists from around the world.  This year’s programme has gone even further with everything from a Canadian Jewish punk accordionist to Scottish Salsa supremos and a female Elvis impersonator!  With new initiatives including a festival marquee, crèche, and the Quarter Pounder Scheme which offers tickets to selected events for just £1.00, we are confident that this year’s event will be our best yet.”

The programme features three of the UK’s most powerful social commentators:  Benjamin Zephaniah, the Rasta poet who doesn't pull any punches; Billy Bragg, loved for his music and his sense of humour as well as his personal commitment to political and humanitarian issues and comedian Mark Thomas, who returns to Belfast with his hugely topical new show, A Minor Celebrity Discusses War Crimes. 

The festival is delighted to welcome two of the best-selling authors of the past decade: Pete McCarthy, author of McCarthy’s Bar and Frank McCourt, author of ‘Tis and Angela’s Ashes.   Pete will delight audiences at the Waterfront with tales of his epic pilgrimage in pursuit of far-flung Irish connections and in a special post-festival event on 22nd May, Frank will read from his work and discuss his extraordinary life. 

Kyle Alexander, Chief Executive of Laganside Corporation said:

“We are again delighted to be a major sponsor of the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival. Each year it has provided a varied programme of events of the highest quality to animate the Cathedral Quarter in a most vibrant way. 

This year, the festival team has added some new and exciting elements to the event which will stimulate the imagination and further increase the festival’s accessibility. They will bring artists from three continents to the Cathedral Quarter and I look forward to seeing them performing in the heart of Belfast.”

MORE…

From America, we are delighted to welcome Patti Smith, a unique poet and one of the pioneers of the New York City punk scene and Will Moreau, a stunning Native American actor, singer and storyteller who celebrates the diversity of American 

society from ancient to contemporary times.  

This year, in a festival special entitled Eggs for Tea, we are offering the chance to have the cultural attaché for Cullybackey, Dan Eggs, perform LIVE at YOUR house!  

The poetry continues with the Derry versus Belfast Poetry Challenge, which will bring some of Northern Ireland’s finest wordsmiths together for a unique battle of wits at the Arcadia Cafe. 

The Northern Ireland Events Company is supporting the festival for the first time and chairman, Mervyn Elder said:

“The Events Company is delighted to be associated with the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival as it becomes established as a highlight of Belfast’s cultural calendar.  I congratulate the team for again putting together an innovative, exciting and diverse programme.”

As part of our new Fringe Firsts selection which showcases new and emerging artists, we are delighted to host the world premiere of JUMP!, a blackly comic new play by Lisa McGee.  JUMP! tells the story of two first-time hitmen, two first-time suicides and three girls set for a night on the tiles on New Year’s Eve in Belfast.

Our theatre programme also features the welcome return of Hurricane, the one-man show celebrating the life of Alex ‘Hurricane’ Higgins, and Happy with Half Your Life, (in association with Northern Bank), a one-woman show by Australian Vanessa O’Neill, which tells the story of Aussie girl Jess, who heads to Britain hungry for adventure, only to end up looking after old ladies!
The prize for the longest show title of any festival so far goes to The Complete lost works of Samuel Beckett as Found in an Envelope (Partially Burned) in a Dustbin in Paris labeled "Never to be Performed. Never. Ever. EVER! Or I'll Sue! I'LL SUE FROM THE GRAVE!!!", a definite treat for Beckett fans and foes. Donal O’Kelly stars in Catalpa, an adventure story in the epic tradition of Moby Dick and Gone With the Wind – with a passing glance at The Great Escape!

For those of you wanting to tread the boards yourselves, acclaimed actor Simon Callow (Four Weddings and a Funeral) will be on hand to take an acting masterclass on 2nd May – places will be limited, so book early.  There will also be an opportunity for aspiring comediennes to take to the stage in a special Open Mic night at the Duke of York, presented by rising comedy stars Angie McEvoy and Hils Barker.

As a tribute to comedy trailblazer Bill Hicks, we are delighted to present The First Circle of Comedy Hell in which Sane Man, one of Hicks’ earliest performances will be shown along with extracts from Revelations Uncut, a recording of his now legendary show at the Dominion Theatre in 1993.  

A night with the great Scottish comedian Phil Kay offers a unique blend of energy, improvisation and leaps of imagination that take you on a joyride you'll never forget. To be at one of Phil's shows and expect stand-up would be a big mistake - anything can happen and invariably does
Promising a heady mix of pure Vegas Elvis with an unmistakable female energy twist, Elvis The Girl will perform her live stage show at The Kremlin on 8th May.  In association with Howl, the monthly alternative music queer club, Leaders of the Pack offers a history of women in music, from 60’s Girl groups to Grrrl Pow-ah! with special guest, music journalist Everett True.
MORE…

BBC Radio Ulster’s Across the Line will launch the second ATL Summer Live series at the festival with a special live broadcast from Conor Hall. Feeder, JJ72, I am Kloot and local upstarts Element will all perform exclusive semi-acoustic sets and Detroit Grand Pubahs will appear with Phil Kieran at the same venue on 8th May.

Having taken on “the hardest job in the world” (( Noel Gallagher) by replacing John Squire in The Stone Roses, Aziz Ibrahim comes to Belfast to showcase his debut solo album, Lahore to Longsight.  The eclectic music programme continues with French Canadian punk Geoff Berner, who will be bringing his accordion Estella to Belfast for the duration of the festival and Gorky’s Zygotic Mynci, the Welsh lovelies who will perform their special brand of psychedelia at the Conor Hall on 1st May. 

The Henry Girls from Donegal will be performing at the John Hewitt following the recent release of their hugely impressive debut album, Between Us, and more new talent will be uncovered in a rock and pop showcase of Northern Ireland’s up-and-coming bright young things presented by the music website Fastfude.

For the final weekend of the festival, Writer’s Square will be transformed into a vibrant new entertainment venue with the arrival of the Festival Marquee.  The marquee will feature a fantastic line-up of music and entertainment, including Desmond Dekker, the godfather of ska, Kila, one of the country’s most exciting traditional music acts and Scottish Cuban band La Sonera Calaveras who will headline the Final Night Party, presented in association with Strawberry Sundays.

Ticket Promotions

Thanks to the support of the Foyle Foundation, the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival is delighted to introduce the innovative new Quarter Pounder Scheme, which enables youth and community groups and those not in receipt of a wage to purchase tickets for selected theatre, comedy, poetry, performance art and storytelling events for £1.00. 

Recommended for the hardcore festival-goer only, a limited number of non-transferable PASS OUT tickets offering access to all festival events (excluding Waterfront Hall events) will be available at the bargain price of £100.   

In association with NIPPA, the festival will also offer creche facilities at the Community Arts Forum, 15 Church Street, from 12.00pm to 6.00pm on Saturday 3rd and Saturday 10th May.  There will be 20 places available on each day, for children from 3 - 8 years old.  Places cost £2.50 per child and must be booked in advance with your festival tickets.
The full Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival programme will be available from 3rd April and tickets will be on sale from 4th April.  For further details and booking information for all festival events, telephone the festival box office on 028 90232403, drop in to 20 North Street Arcade, Belfast, or log on to www.cqaf.com
ENDS.
For further information, interview requests and images for all

Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival events, contact Sarah Hughes, Audience Development Officer on telephone 028 90232403, mobile 07905276399 or 

email sarah@cqaf.com
**N.B.  For interview requests for Pete McCarthy and Mark Thomas only, please contact Nicholas Sadlier at the Waterfront Hall on telephone 028 90334400 or email sadliern@waterfront.co.uk **

