MEDIA RELEASE – EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.30AM, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
OUT TO LUNCH MICRO FESTIVAL LINE-UP REVEALED
A new festival for Downtown Belfast was unveiled today in the John Hewitt Bar as a packed bar were entertained with music from Columbian chanteuse Carolina Herrera and local performance poet Chelley McLear.

Organised by the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival, ‘Out to Lunch’ is month long ‘micro-festival’ of local and International talent running from January 6 -28. All events take place in a beautifully converted ‘Theatre Truck,’ all cost £5.00 and all come with a hearty lunch thrown in.

A Bellydancing Banquet, a Marxist Magician, a Booker nominated author, Belfast’s fastest rising music talent and a sometime Pink Floyd and Madonna bass player are all on the menu.

Incorporating Music, Theatre, Literature and Comedy; each day there will be a different event to challenge, entertain and amuse. The Theatre Truck will be located in Writer’s Square and comes from London fully equipped with 42 seats, sound, lighting and all the atmosphere of an old Victorian theatre.

Funded by Belfast City Council’s Celebrate Belfast programme, the Festival Director Sean Kelly said


‘The ‘Out to Lunch’ programme allows the Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival to spread our activity throughout the year, showcase some really unique voices, help lift the January gloom a bit and hopefully whet people’s appetite for our main Festival in May’

LITERATURE

An exceptional literature programme is opened by Belfast-born author Bernard MacLaverty on Friday January 6. Author of the classics Cal, Lamb and the Booker nominated Grace Notes, McLaverty returns to Belfast from his home in Glasgow to preview material from his new collection of short stories ‘Matters of Life & Death.

A favourite of John Peel and Poet-in-Residence at Brighton and Hove Albion FC, Atilla the Stockbroker comes to town on January 7 to deliver high energy social satire and songs from a 25 year career kick-started by Punk.
Straight from its sell-out run at the Irish Writer’s Museum, on Tuesday January 10, Irish Actors Theatre Company present Irish Writers Entertain, a witty and informative show charting the influence of literary greats such as Joyce and Wilde on World Literature.

On Wednesday January 11 it’s the turn of the inimitable Ballymoney Bard, Dan Eggs, a local radio favourite for his much requested Stella of Stranocum. Dan will be previewing work from his latest collection Rhythmical Psalms of the Skiing Continuum. Joining Dan will be London performance poet Jude Simpson described as a cross between Victoria Wood and Eminem.
The eminent poet and Ireland Professor of Poetry, Paul Durcan comes next on Thursday January 12. Described as the ‘poetic conscience of Modern Ireland’, Durcan has won numerous poetry prizes and will read from a number of works including the recent The Art of Life.
On January 13, in a major coup for the organisers, there will be a reading and talk by the recent winner of the Orange Award for Fiction, Lionel Shriver who has caused an International stir with the troubling novel We Need to Talk about Kevin.

Hilary Bow puts poetry to music on January 14 with songs from her new album Sean Nua. Containing translations of classic Edith Piaf and Elvis Presley songs translated into Irish by leading writers and sung Bossa Nova style, this is one for both lovers of words and music.
MUSIC

A music programme which traverses the globe opens on Tuesday January 17 with comedienne and cellist Rebecca Carrington, fresh from a sell-out success at Edinburgh Festival. Belfast audiences will get a unique chance to see this cellist-cum-impressionist exquisitely perform spoofs of Destiny’s Child, Pavarotti, Bollywood and Bagpipes.
On January 18 comes Columbian born Carolina Herrera, currently making a big impact in World Music circles with her repertoire of Spanish and South American folk and contemporary songs. A major star in the making.
Having recently sold out two nights at the Empire Music Hall, Duke Special is arguably the most exciting name in local music. His recent album Freewheel has been earning huge plaudits in the music press and his gig at Out to Lunch will be a unique opportunity to see a rare and rising talent in an intimate environment. (January 19)
Comedy musings interspersed with surreal songs on his keyboard; Dublin- based David O’Doherty brings his unique humour and music to Belfast on January 20 for a one-off appearance on the strength of his recent support for Rich Hall’s National Tour.
Rounding of the music programme on January 20 is the wry observations of a life in music by Guy Pratt, a much in demand Bass player who replaced Roger Waters in Pink Floyd and has recorded with Madonna, Michael Jackson and Roxy Music amongst others. He was even in the Smiths for a week!
THEATRE
A ‘Best of Edinburgh Fringe’ Theatre programme kicks off on January 21 with the hilarious and moving Shake, Rattle & Noel, a trawl through the real life adventures of Noel Faulkner, the Godfather of alternative comedy. 

Hippy hedonism, Disco debauchery, drugs busts and a life living with Tourette’s Syndrome all come under scrutiny from the master of dramatic storytelling.
On Wednesday January 25, Colman Higgins brings the critically acclaimed Busspotting to Belfast, the story of an epic round the world journey in search of spiritual and sexual salvation.
Next up on Thursday January 26 is The Singing Nun, Richard Talbot’s unique take on the life of Jeanine Deckers who topped the charts in 1963 with Dominique and whose subsequent life took many bizarre and dramatic twists.
The world’s only Marxist Magician Ian Saville visits Belfast on Friday January 27, in his ongoing quest to overthrow capitalist exploitation with ventriloquism and rope tricks. Prepare to be astounded.

Finally, on Saturday January 28 comes a feast for all the senses in the form of a Bellydancing Banquet led by Dance expert Karen Mallon. Sequins and skill combined with mouth-watering Moroccan cuisine make this a must for the adventurous palate. 
In another first for Belfast, the Festival are pioneering a new ‘Print at Home’ ticket facility where tickets can be printed off from home or work computers and brought to the venue.
ENDS

Accommodation Partner
The festival’s Official Accommodation Partner is Express by Holiday Inn, which has a range of special offers available to festival audiences as does Accommodation Sponsor, the Hastings Europa Hotel.
Festival Website and Booking Information

The festival is delighted to offer online booking and a brand new ‘Print at Home’ Ticket facility. Simply log on to www.cqaf.com, choose your events and pay by credit card through our secure payment system. You will receive an email confirmation of your booking. This is your ticket, please print and bring along to the venue on the day. 
The festival website also offers full details of the Out to Lunch programme, daily news updates, digital photographs from festival events, competitions and special ticket promotions.
If you would like further information on any of this year’s events, please email mailinglist@cqaf.com and visit www.cqaf.com.

For further information and interview requests for all Out to Lunch events, contact Lorraine Maye on telephone 028 90232403 or email info@cqaf.com
Notes to editors:

1. For downloadable Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival press releases and 300dpi print quality images of all festival artists, log on to the Press Room on the festival website – www.cqaf.com
